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Project 1: Stage 1 — Choose Your Myth
For this assignment, I have chosen an Ethiopian origin myth from the Kebra Nagast, which explains the founding of Ethiopia's Solomonic dynasty. In this telling of the tale, Queen Makeda (the Queen of Sheba) goes to Jerusalem when she hears that King Solomon is unusually wise. She is deeply connected to the two during her visit, and ends up giving birth to their son, Menelik I. As Menelik becomes old, he goes to Jerusalem to see his father before coming back to Ethiopia and is said to bring the Ark of the Covenant, through the guidance of God. Such an act makes Ethiopia a holy nation that was blessed with a royal family ordained by God (Budge, 1932).
Queen Makeda and King Solomon are the two heroes. Makeda symbolizes intelligence and curiosity and sovereign leadership, whereas Solomon is a symbol of divine wisdom and the authority of a king. Their marriage and the product or progeny make the myth purposeful in its narrative.
It is a myth with Ethiopian origins, and falls into the category of origin myth of a divine origin and an origin myth of national/political/origin. It describes not only the divine origin of the kingship of Ethiopia, but also its covenant with God, and it is thus a foundational cultural and religious text in Ethiopian civilization.
I selected the myth as there are many references to Ethiopian identity, history, and religious faith. The way in which myths can be used to construct national pride and justify political power itself makes it a school's attraction, as well.



Reference
Budge, E. A. Wallis, trans. (1932). Kebra Nagast (The glory of the kings). Oxford University Press.



Project 1: Stage 2 — Archetypal Roles and Nonmaterial Culture
Archetypal Roles
Two main protagonists of the myth of Kebra Nagast correspond to the established Jungian archetypes. Queen Makeda can be seen as an archetype of a Hero who is portrayed as going through a metamorphosis: she leaves Ethiopia to go to Jerusalem in search of wisdom, which shows that she is an agent, brave, and intellectually ambitious (Budge, 1932). Endowed with God-given knowledge and the power of a judge, King Solomon can be viewed as the Wise King / Mentor archetype whose divine wisdom predetermines the fates of other people. They come together to create Menelik I, an act-utilized Hero-Heir to finish a divine line.
Nonmaterial Culture
These archetypes move fundamental aspects of the Ethiopian nonmaterial culture. The myth supports religious belief in divine election, the notion that God elected Ethiopia to a special covenant. Other values supported by the story include wisdom-seeking, the power of female sovereigns, and divine kingship. The divine lineage, which proves royal legitimacy, is the norm in the Ethiopian Orthodox tradition and Solomonic political ideology (Budge, 1932).
Theoretical Approach
The functionalist approach by Emile Durkheim is appropriate in the analysis of this myth. In his argument, Durkheim suggested that myths play a social uniting role because they create a type of collective belief as the store of sacred truth. The myth of divine royal birth used in the Kebra Nagast serves to integrate Ethiopian culture by uniting the people of Ethiopia based on mutual religious and national identity, and by legitimizing the status quo and strengthening the values upheld by the people.
Annotated Sources
Wallis, E. A. trans. (1932). Kebra Nagast (The glory of the kings). Oxford University Press. The source contains the primary context of the myth, and it is essential for summarizing and directly analyzing it.
Kaplan, S. (1992). The case is the Beta Israel (Falasha), who reside in Ethiopia: The history of this group of people from ancient times until the twentieth century. Butterwood Books. This source will assist me in comprehending the whole religious and ethnic diversity of Ethiopian cultural and mythological tradition.
Munro-Hay, S. (1991). Aksum: Late-antique African civilisation. Edinburgh University Press. The source will assist me to put into perspective the historical context of the Solomonic dynasty myth in the context of Akumite Ethiopian civilization.
Pankhurst, R. (1998). Ethiopians history: a history. Blackwell Publishers. The resource will allow me to realize the Ethiopian national identity and how the foundation myths, such as the Kebra Nagast, influenced both political and cultural history.
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