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Through the Looking-Glass, through Ch. 6
The language in Through the Looking-Glass is not used as the means of communicating, but as the means of controlling, which is revealed by Lewis Carroll. Puns, reversals, and purposeful instability are the exact words that the characters with the most confidence in their language are the ones who use it to control others, and Alice, though smart, is continually left scurrying along behind.
The instability sets in as soon as possible. Reading Jabberwocky, Alice perceives that it makes her head full of ideas; however, she does not know what exactly they are (Carroll 153). It is an important fact that the poem creates the impression of meaning rather than conveying it. Carroll sets himself the initial task of deceiving the reader into believing that there can be comprehension in this world and refuses to give it. The text has power, not the individual struggling to read the text.
This interpersonal interaction is then transpired with the Red Queen, who tells Alice to look up, speak kindly, and not to twiddle your fingers (Carroll 157). Remarkably, they are not conversational but physical and behavioral orders; the Queen possesses the body of a girl and the words she utters. Dialogue in this case is not exchange but correction. Alice is not able to assert herself since the Queen has already determined what proper communication should be; it is something Alice cannot achieve, all the time.
The clearest usurping of power is done by Humpty Dumpty, who says that words are what he wants them to be, no more and no less (Carroll 186). This destroys the collective base on which communication needs. When the meaning is completely left at the will of the speaker, then the conversation becomes a performance of power as opposed to an effort at comprehension. Alice resists, "The point is, whether you can make words mean so many things different," but she is not able to support the challenge, and Humpty Dumpty is merely a redirection.
Through all these encounters, it is implied by Carroll that linguistic power is a reflection of social power: those in power make the terms, and those who have no power are left to interpret, modify, and eventually be silenced.
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