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Essay 1- What You would bring to the Moody Scholar Cohort.
I am attracted to challenges, as most people are attracted to comfort. The path to the easiest has never been my instinct, but to the most significant one, and then to come up to the ways of carrying other people with me.
Soon after the initial COVID wave, when I was a freshman in high school, I could see how the support staff in our housing community of 4,500 students was having a hard time trying to make ends meet with no safety net. It was on the minds of teenagers like us to do something about it. Our donation drive, volunteer recruitment, and collection of the electronics, clothes, and supplies were launched. But after watching the effect, I continued to ask myself: what then could we do more?
It is the question that resulted in the creation of M.A.D. -Make a Difference. I visualized an entrepreneurship festival with poor children educated in business by local entrepreneurs, stalls with food, games, and handicrafts, and a donation of part of their profits as a means of financing the education and nutrition programs. An idea of a neighborhood expanded to become an organization of 600+ children in a dozen communities, making over $25,000 of impact each year - and getting media attention throughout the city.
My idea for M.A.D. consisted of more than an idea. The inability to give up on the belief that there was always a way to make the idea bigger and more ambitious, as well as having the power to get people on board with the vision and implement it.
That is what I would carry with me to the Moody Scholar Cohort - an instinct to examine whatever environment one is in and to question what further can be done with it, and the track record to support it. I do not simply want to develop as a person with the help of this program. I would like all my peers in the cohort to reflect and believe that I made their experience more interesting, courageous, and animated.





















Essay 2: Future Goals and Program Fit.
I have always been exposed to my parents operating businesses in different continents, asset management and advisory consulting in New York, and a multi-specialty hospital in Hyderabad. Since a young age, I was interested not only in what they did, but also in the movement of capital, decisions made in uncertainty, and why this or that bet was paid off and this or that one was not. I was never out of that fascination. It was the force behind all the academic and career decisions that I have made since.
I developed the groundwork in high school. I enrolled in Business and Economics early on, but I did two internships at LKP Securities, where I used Bloomberg terminals, served as a fundamental and technical analysis, monitored the performance of the stock market every day, and also wrote a research paper on how AI and machine learning models can be used to predict stock prices. I didn't stop at coursework. I also amassed experience in asset classes, valuation techniques, portfolio theory, and risk management by completing the Investment and Portfolio Management certification by Rice University, which includes an online version, before starting my undergraduate years. I then joined an AI in Finance and Business executive program at Columbia Business School as the youngest out of over 300 industry professionals, and started to actively manage a diversified personal portfolio in equities, fixed income, commodities, and ETFs, generating returns at or exceeding benchmarks.
These weren't resume items. They were witnesses to my own ability to do this--and that I had a greater desire.
My objectives are divided into three levels.
At Rice (next 4 years): I would like to establish substantial, intensive roots in both buy-side and sell-side investment concepts - corporate finance, accounting, financial markets, quantitative techniques - and receive a real, practical exposure through capstone projects and industry involvement. I also want what no internet course will allow me to have: a mentor who knows where I am headed and can assist me in discovering the appropriate organization, the appropriate job, and the appropriate opportunities to enter into when I graduate.
Five-ten years after Rice: I would like to be in a challenging investment position - buy-side or sell-side - researching companies, portfolios, and alternative asset classes and becoming increasingly sophisticated in my research. I also want to be referred to as a role model by Rice faculty and other students in the institution, as to what this program is capable of generating.
10-15 years: I would like to develop something of my own. I would rather develop a venture that involves highly automated and technologically advanced development to develop a truly differentiated investment operation. At that point, I will have the knowledge of the domain, the operational scars, and the network to do it right instead of doing it fast.
Each stage of that roadmap demands that I base everything on the foundation. That is why to me the Moody Scholar Program is so important, not as a qualification but as a system. The terminally challenging academics combined with a selective group of high-achievers, mentoring, and entry to the larger Rice network is exactly what a person with my goals and timeframe requires. I have already proven that I may be serious about learning, working alone, and achieving outcomes in unknown settings. What I still do not have is an organized, quality community that is meant to speed up all of that, where all of the people surrounding me are equally motivated, interested, and non-settling.
I selected Rice because it is the right place, not the easy one, as I have chosen all the challenges I have undertaken. In my view, the Moody Scholar Program will push me beyond my comfort zone to levels that I have yet to discover, bring me into contact with individuals who will influence my thought process, and provide me with a platform to contribute, rather than merely receive. I am prepared for it, and I am going to enjoy the finest in it.
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