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HISTORY Module 8
Discussion Post
I believe the most concerning immigration issue for the U.S. government at the moment is the handling of illegal immigration and the overwhelmed asylum process at the south border. With large numbers of migrants seeking asylum, processing facilities have become overwhelmed, causing a humanitarian and bureaucratic emergency. As LeMay (2006) demonstrates, every major immigration reform since 1965 has tried to resolve the issue of irregular migration, yet it remains persistent and dynamic - suggesting enforcement measures are never enough without accompanying reform.
Attitudes in society today are polarised. A significant line of argument stresses national security, economic competition and the rule of law. Those who want to crack down on enforcement claim that uncontrolled immigration threatens the legal immigration system and creates a drain on government resources. Another thread, the counterpoint, stresses humanitarian responsibility and economic need, noting that many irregular immigrants have been working in the U.S. for years, pay taxes and contribute to the economy. A third, and perhaps the most complex thread, supports immigration but calls for reform, saying the present system is flawed for the naturalized as well as the undocumented, who wait years for their cases to be processed.
I personally think the U.S. needs to take a two-pronged approach: expanding legal channels of migration, and humane but consistent enforcement of immigration laws. Making suffering a crime rather than solving its underlying problems is ineffective and unfair.
Immigrant experiences are shaped by both policy and attitudes. LeMay (2006) explains that immigration policies determine who can work, their legal status and rights - while social attitudes impact everyday living experiences through discrimination, acceptance or exclusion. An unwelcoming social environment can make it hard to live with legal status.
This class has been a valuable learning experience. An examination of waves of immigration - Chinese Exclusion Act, bracero program, post-1965 reforms - helps us see that current discussions are not unprecedented. California's experiences have always been informed by fear, economic insecurity and nativism. This makes it hard to see current events as one-offs, rather than part of a recurring pattern.
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Peer Responses
Reply to Mason Robinson 
Mason, I agree with you that there are historical precedents to our current fears of immigration. The comparisons to Mexican and Asian immigrants are well documented historically. LeMay (2006) supports this analysis by showing how each major piece of immigration legislation since 1965 has been influenced not only by pragmatic concerns but also by social apprehensions about who is assimilable and who is not. You would strengthen your argument if you discussed how these fears have subsequently come to be seen as unjust - which invites us to ask how future generations will view current immigration policing priorities. In all, your post does a good job of placing today's issues in their historic context, which is the type of thinking this course promotes.
Reply to Amber Robertson 
Amber, it's nice to see that your post eloquently echoes the dilemma of enforcement and compassion that is at the forefront of current immigration debates. I particularly liked your comment that the system "has reached its breaking point" - a fact that LeMay (2006) anticipates by showing how years of "tinkering" with policy rather than "re-building" it has led to a system "in crisis". Your categorization of three prominent threads of opinion - enforcement, compassion and moderate reform - echoes the political debate. I do think it is important to note that immigrants' experiences are also determined at the state and local level and that two immigrants in different states can live very different lives under the same federal policy framework. I agree with you that immigration is an issue "with deep human connections through political matters" - a key message of this course.
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