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Journal Entry #1: Chapter 1
The Hidden Curriculum: Faculty-Made Tests in Science (Sue V. Rosser).
Reflecting
Selected Question: What do you think is the main thesis of the author in the first chapter of his book? (Page 3)
Rosser (1990) states that the concepts of the hidden curriculum in science education are typically written into law with the help of what are supposed to be the instruments of objective learning: tests created by faculties. The hypothesis is that standardized tests, which are often teacher-administered, are often a mirror of the unspoken bias, Western perspective, and gendered expectations of the people making the curriculum, and not an objective test of competency in the students. This initial chapter is where the author finds the evidence and examines the impact that linguistic assignments of question tests have on students with different backgrounds, essentially culling out those who do not fit the standard, so-called, scientist model (Rosser, 1990). This implies that design not only constitutes the syllabus but also is the values that are supported by the high-stakes evaluation process. Also, this criticism shows that every curriculum is not apolitical, but rather entrenched in the socio-cultural values of the person who made it. By appreciating these biases, curriculum experts will be able to shift to more justifiable teaching models that legitimize the student identities.


Relating
Selected Question: Select significant concepts from the text and relate them to your career. What is the application of this concept to your school situation? (Page 12)
The hidden curriculum of assessment is something very applicable in my school setting, as the instructional priority is usually determined by the standardized benchmark testing. Rosser (1990) emphasizes the way certain pedagogical decisions in testing may obstruct access among other students to whom cultural or community linguistic patterns are different than the academic pattern of literacy. This trend is also present in my professional environment: students who are successful in the collaborative, inquiry-based learning system also tend to have issues with the individualistic and multiple-choice tests, which are more focused on memorising facts rather than synthesising them. This is the implication of this deviation, to imply that the existing tools of measurement that are used nowadays might be capturing a student's cultural fit in the school system rather than their command of the curriculum standards. It correlates with the findings of Rosser that indicate that a data-oriented orientation of our school can, unintentionally, set aside non-traditional learners. I should therefore employ professional conversation, which puts more emphasis on the human aspect of learning rather than on hard and standardized measures.
Re-imagining
Selected Question: What does this chapter/text challenge you to rethink a lesson plan? A set of standards? Curriculum design? An assessment? (Page 18)
This text is one that provokes me to reconsider my curriculum assessment design. I envision a re-defined assessment system rather than seeing tests as a completion, but as an adjournment using a multi-modal assessment evaluation (Rosser, 1990). To decrease the biases of a traditional written test, I would apply the critique presented by the author and design a typical end-of-unit test to incorporate various methods of proving knowledge- such as oral defense, portfolio entries, and community-based projects. The curriculum can be used as an inclusive device of advocacy and not as a means of social stratification by changing the emphasis of the singular correct mode of knowing to a pluralistic mode. This change promotes the transition to the transformative curriculum design in which the assessments become the means of connecting with the student empowerment mechanism. Finally, these modifications would create a classroom environment in which each of the learners would feel that his/her intellectual efforts are perceived.
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