		1
		5




[bookmark: _Hlk212110052]Why I Would Be An Exceptional Air Force Officer

[STUDENT NAME]
[INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION]
[COURSE NAME AND NUMBER]
[INSTRUCTOR'S NAME]
[SUBMISSION DATE]












Why I Would Be An Exceptional Air Force Officer
	I would like to commission as an officer in the United States Air Force because leadership, in all its fullness, is a privilege and a responsibility to which I am prepared to give all the fullness of which is expected. I have not merely been put on active duty to get that conviction proved out--I have been shaped by the active service. Operational experience of operational management of upwards movement of over 2,500 Airmen and greater than 4 million pounds of combat assets under Operation EPIC FURY taught me that true leadership is not measured by rank, but as clearly reflected by my decisions and how my character maintained in my first squadron under the same Operation EPIC FURY, and as a leader exemplified the faith and trust of those who relied on me. My leadership was urgently needed and precise, as I felt circumscribed by the mission- it had to be so- but more so because the Airmen who were beside me deserved it.
I base my leadership on integrity. It is whether directing airlift operations on behalf of 67 personnel in high-tempo settings or overseeing teams as an assistant general manager within the civilian sector that I have always held myself to the same standard that I expect of others. I never cut corners, I never pass the buck, I never demand of other people what I myself am not ready to give. That norm is non-negotiable- and it is, namely, the norm that the officer corps requires.
However, leadership minus compassion is command minus connection. I recognize that creating Airmen involves observing the individual under uniform - his or her potential, his or her struggle, and his or her growth. The possibility to invest in people in the same way great leaders have invested in me motivates me. My family bases that motivation on a day-to-day basis; I do not want my kids to learn what it means to have a father who serves on purpose and dies knowing grace. My commissioning into the United States Air Force is not just the next step in my career but the fulfillment of a calling to lead, to serve, and to matter. 
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